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Chapter 11
A CLOSER LOOK
A more thorough analysis of both Knott County and Clay County was conducted which
resulted in a number of other wildlife viewing opportunities being discovered and
inventoried. (See Section “a” and Section “b” in this chapter.) The researchers would
highly recommend a similar analysis be conducted for each of the counties within the 16county elk restoration zone that also includes a detailed plan for interpretive signs (similar
to those highlighted below and in section “c” of this chapter) as well as directional and
“special” signs (similar to those featured below).
See ACTION PLAN: RECOMMENDATION #4
a.

KNOTT COUNTY, KENTUCKY
Elk and Wildlife Viewing Opportunities

b.

CLAY COUNTY, KENTUCKY
Elk and Wildlife Viewing Opportunities

c.

A NEED FOR INTERPRETATION
Letting visitors know they are in a unique place

There is a need for interpretive signs and wayside exhibits for elk and other wildlife.
The interpretive signs above provide information on eagles.

Examples of
“You are entering a
unique place” signs.
An example of a directional sign
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A Need for Interpretation
LETTING VISITORS KNOW THEY ARE IN A UNIQUE PLACE
There is a need to develop and install interpretive signs and wayside exhibits that
provide information on the many wildlife viewing opportunities in each of the
counties. More in-depth research needs to be conducted in every county to
determine where signs should be located in each of the communities and what
should be said on each of them. A detailed map and brochures need to be developed
that highlight the locations of each of the sites thus encouraging people to travel
throughout the region. See ACTION PLAN - RECOMMENDATION #4
Below are examples of some of the signs one can find within the 16-county area that
feature nature and wildlife viewing.
Martin County is the only county within the 16-county elk restoration area
found to have a wayside exhibit featuring elk.

This wayside exhibit featuring elk is in front of the Cloud Nine restaurant
next to the airport in Martin County where elk can often be found.

Leslie County has an excellent wayside exhibit in front of the courthouse featuring a
redbud tree which are numerous thoughout the county.

This wayside exhibit encourages visitors to come back in the Spring to see the redbuds
and dogwoods when they are in full bloom.
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Letcher County has the best interpretation for wildlife viewing around
Fish Pond Lake at Little Laurel Park.

Tree Identification

Geological Information

Hydrological Information

Plant Identification

Animal Track Identification
Every county needs to determine where interpretive
signs should be located and develop detailed maps to
provide visitors as well as the residents with location
and information about the wildlife in the area.
Another unique feature at Little Laurel Park is a sundial
that has an interpretive sign that explains how it works.
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CLAY COUNTY, KENTUCKY
Elk and Wildlife Viewing Opportunities
The Clay County Fiscal Court declared Clay County the “Gateway to Elk Country” in
July 2007. A copy of the proclamation is included at the end of this section. Clay
County Judge Executive suggested transforming the existing three-county 1,700 acre
industrial park into a wildlife viewing area. (See photos at the end of this section). The
roads throughout the site are in excellent condition. There is also water, electricity and
one abandoned industrial building. The large open fields are primarily fescue and would
need to be replaced with plantings that would attract and sustain wildlife. Recent
sightings of a couple of elk in this area are encouraging but it may be an area where
additional elk may need to be transferred to this site.
The City of Manchester is currently in
the process of developing an elk and
wildlife viewing loop along highway
66, 150 and 421. Also included along
the route is a wayside exhibit at Oneida
highlighting some of the unique history
of the area. A major portion of the
trail goes through the Daniel Boone
National Forest. Thousands of redbud
and dogwood line the road and are
definitely something Clay County
should promote each Spring to
encourage visitors to travel the route.

Redbuds line and Highways 80, 421 and 66

The route also offers pay lakes, an RV
park, the Red Bird Ranger Station, two
bed & breakfasts and a few country
stores, some of whom also sell gas and
offer a deli and one which sells ginsing,
mayroot and other mountain plants.
There are a few picnic areas maintained
by Redbird Division of Daniel Boone
National Park located just off the loop.

This restroom and parking area is strategically located
approximately half way between the communities
of Oneida and Manchester.

One of the DBNF picnic areas in
DBNF – Redbird Ramger District
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A few of the sites one will see along the route which might be of interest to visitors.

One of two B&B’s along the
proposed wildlife viewing loop

Cedar Lodge Bed & Breakfast offers lodging along the route

One of four country stores along the loop.
One of two paylakes
along the proposed route.

Farms, barns and fields are some of the sights
along the route.
There is a craft shop at the Red Bird Missionary
plus cabins, a restaurant facility and more.
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EXISTING INDUSTRIAL PARK COULD BE CONVERTED TO WILDLIFE VIEWING AREA.

Judge “Crawdad” Sizemore and John Kinney,
ranger with DBNF discuss how to convert the site

The proposed site has rolling open fields. In the
background, one can see the industrial building.

Possible building on Hwy 80 to serve as a welcome center for the region to assist visitors in
finding information on elk and wildlife viewing opportunities as well as other tourist information
for the region and to let them know they have come to a unique place that has a lot to offer.

People use the industrial site for riding ATV’s

A few suspension bridges still exist along the route.

In August 2007, the KDFWR finalized a Wildlife Management Area agreement with the new
landowner of the 18,000 acre SMEPA tract, half of which is in Clay County. This tract already
has many elk using it and this will provide elk viewing opportunities. With some habitat
improvement work, this place can become a very valuable asset to Clay and Leslie counties. Also
of note is the story of the salt works and the aquaculture ponds on reclaimed coal mines. A side
trip to both these areas would be very worthwhile.
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KNOTT COUNTY, KENTUCKY
Elk and Wildlife Viewing Opportunities
Knott County has taken the most proactive efforts in
capitalizing on elk and elk viewing opportunities in their
county.
The Knott County Fiscal Court passed a proclamation
making Knott County the “Elk Capital of Kentucky” and
is adding signs declaring this throughout the county.
Knott County has developed a map featuring elk viewing
locations and other tourism opportunities within the
county (See end of this section for map). They have created a
county logo featuring an elk and including it on all
marketing materials and on all trail signs being developed
for ATV’s and horseback riding within the county.

New T-shirt and county logo

The sign for City Hall and
Visitor Center features an
elk, albeit with caribou
antlers. The county symbol
for Knott County, once the
opossum, was officially
changed in 2006 to the elk.
Sign at City Hall features an elk

Billboards have been erected
that includes a large photo of an
elk and promotes elk viewing.
A two-mile elk viewing drive
has been established and the
road renamed “Elk View Drive”
and a viewing site is now being
established. Signs have been
erected and t-shirts made
recognizing Knott County as the
“Elk Capital of Kentucky”
Billboards recognize elk as one of the primary attractions in Knott County
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Discussions are currently underway for
establishing an RMEF elk visitor center
similar to what is being developed in
Benezette Pennsylvania. Two sites in
Knott County have been identified.

KDFWR ranger Charles Logsdon pointing out
where nearly 300 elk have been seen at the elk
viewing site on Elk View Drive in Knott County.

There are numerous locations within Knott County where one is almost sure to see elk
including the ATV Training Center/Horseback Riding Trail Head, along Elk View Drive,
at Pippa Passes, in Robinson Forest, and at the proposed site for the RMEF Visitor Center
just one mile off Hwy 80 on the Knott County/Perry County border. Tour guides from
Buckhorn State Resort Park often take their visitors to the Starfire Land Management
area within Knott County to find elk which is a limited access site. Each of these sites is
easily accessible by automobile.

Judge Executive Randy Thompson takes
two tourists to a few sites in the county to see elk.

This herd of elk were on the construction site of the
new Sportsplex Recreational Facility being built
in Knott County in June of this year.

Saddle Up Elk Tours, an entrepreneurial business offering
elk viewing opportunities by horseback opened in Knott
County Spring 2007 and has already provided 20 tours to
people from Kentucky, Virginia, Ohio and Tennessee.
See Chapter 9: ELK VIEWING TOUR OPPORTUNITIES
for more info on this business.
Two visitors take a ride with Saddle Up Elk Tours
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Near Carr Creek Lake, there is an excellent wetlands area for one to see wood ducks and
beavers at work that is viewable from the road and offers restroom facilities and both
picnic and parking area. There are also nature trails within Carr Fork Lake State Park
that also offer easy access, parking and restroom facilities. Taking one of the coal roads
up the mountain, one of the most breathtaking views within the county is a few miles off
Highway 7 and easily accessible by car.

A few of the elk often seen near the elk viewing area on Elk View Drive in Knott County.

One of the many breathtaking view on top of
a reclaimed coal mine area a few miles off
Hwy 7. One takes an old coal road to the top.

On the following page is a map of locations
of some of the sites in Knott County and the
areas one will most likely see elk and other
wildlife that was developed as a marketing
tool for the county to entice people to visit.
A similar map should be developed for each
of the counties within the 16-county elk
restoration area.
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